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ABSTRACT

This paper tries to show the value of reading éitgrtexts, particularly, different genres to our EFarners, in
an Algerian context. It exposes the problems,adiffies, and challenges faced by EFL learners baseevidence from
the questionnaire and semi-structured interviewer€fore, it analyses and discusses the resultsimddafrom different
research instruments. The main objective is totifleand analyze the students’ requirements andklwehether reading
literary texts and tasks will assist them to fuoeteffectively in their learning, this paper alsmght answers to the stated
research questions and hypothesis and reportedititings through different stages of the data aullen procedures

namely questionnaire and semi-structured interview.
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INTRODUCTION

To many of our universities and for our EFL teashdhe study of literature is believed to be widnial
attention because it introduces learners to contitagt are full of expressive language and fasicigatharacters and have
an important and positive effects on language tegcas they expose EFL learner to a variety of batay, dialogues,
and prose through selected literary texts usedbssc The introduction of literature in languaggcteng is said to develop
also learners’ language skills, improves their walk awareness and develops their critical thinkéhging reading
different extracts. More importantly, the selectasks and activities that our EFL teachers selecature classes conform
to the student based and interactions during theature sessions. EFL teachers believe that fitéexts are a source of
content rich reading material; a model of crealargguage in use; a way to introduce vocabularyoimtext; and a way to
focus students’ attention on English pronunciatidrythm and stress. Opportunely, a variety of resesi are used by
Teachers to improve their classes including liteattomponent. Therefore, the following questioa baen put forward;
do literary texts functions more effectively teawiliterature in an EFL context at Tlemcen Univigfailn an attempt to

attain a consistent answer to this question, theviing research questions have been used.
» What are the benefits of readings in literary téxts
*  What are difficulties faced when reading literagyts?

» Do literary texts develop our EFL learners’ langaiagills?
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Research Methodology

This study has taken place in the English departniewas based on a Case Study where a mixed-meathproach
has been adopted. Thus, the focus has been pubtbrgbalitative and quantitative methods. Thereféoe the sake of

gathering reliable data, the researcher has reedorthe use of the two following research instrotse
* Questionnaire
*  Semi-structured Interview.

Due to the type of present research, the first sl for collecting the data has been done threugtudents’
Questionnaire. The second step refers to the S8mietured interviewvhich has been administered to teachers in order
to: Elicit useful information about the participanéxperiences; Obtain practical knowledge of titerviewees’ opinions

or impressions
Participants

Richards (2001, p. 58) writessampling involves asking a partial of the potehfpulation instead of the total
population and seeks to create a sample that iressmtative. Therefore, the selected sample was second yedu@6rgs

in order to well managing the research activityaditition to six teachers.
Findings and Data Interpretation

After gathering the necessary information, the deita to be analyzed through the use of analyticdllagical

techniquesFinally, drawing conclusions on the basis of resalitained.
Students' Questionnaire Analysis

To gather insightful data about the literature cormgnt from the students’ points of view, the présesearch
instrument was administered to sixty informantthie diagnostic phase. Its main objectives weredssscheck the results
obtained from the teachers ‘Interview. It also alme outline the learnefsrequirements; their interests and attitudes

towards the use of literary texts.
Question 1 Students’ Difficulties in Language Skills

The question investigates which skill is considet@de the most difficult for students, for thissen, students
were given the following choice§he results are best summarized in the figureswb€eldis can be interpreted in the

following Figure.

Strudents' Skill Difficulies

0%

Figure 1: Students’ Skill Difficulties
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From the results obtained, (84) of students find difficulties in speaking ar¥ ¢6) of students find difficulties
in listening. However, (96) stated that they have difficulties in Writi

Question 2:What do you mostprefer to Read?

This question seeks to investigate what most stsderefer to read. The participants were givenftiewing
choices. The results figures below show the stwd@néference

Srudernits'preference

Figure 2: Students’ Preference
The results reveal that (61 %) participants prefer short stories. %) of the sample prefer to read “novels”.
%) of the participants stated that they preferetdrplays”. (1 %) prefer reading “poems” the given choices.
Question 3:Why do you generallyReadthe Literary Text?

This set of questions tackles the issue of readimhwriting

Students' Reasons for Reading

0%

Figure 3: Reasons for Reading

Concerning reasons fromeading the literary work,30 %) of participants realiterature for expanding their
awareness in language. Similarly, @0 of participantsstated that they read it to theltural background for other peop

However, (20 %) of them wanted $trengthen their imagination, meanwhile, otherf6 %) read the short story just f
passing the exam.
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Question 4:DoesLiterature Contribute to the Development of Your Reading Skill.

Contribution of Literary Texts

HYes WNo

Figure 4: The Contribution of Literary Texts in Reading Skill

The majority of participants agree on the fact tli@recy texts contribute toreading skill with (63 %) of

respondents saying ‘yes’
Question 5:What is your benefit behind Reading’

This question shows the benefits behind readiegdlity text

Benefit of Reading

Figure 5: Students’ Benefits from Reading the Short Story

From the result obtained ( %) of students stated that reading literary shortysemhancs their language
awareness. However, (5%) of them argue that ose literary texts expose them to a large range of bolzay.
Furthermore, (21 %) of students develop knowledgeutiother pecle cultural background. While (' %) confirm that
they organize their ideas and thought through repdFinally, (5. %) respond that the literary text improved tt
vocabulary while (86) respond that literary texts improve sentenagctiire and gramm



Question 6:when you read the short story, you focused ¢

Criteria Focused

Figure 6: Criteria Focused While Reading
(42 %) of participant focus on ideas of the text duriegdings, and (¢! %) of students focus arlanguage use.
However, (5%) of students pay attentito the organization of the text.
Question 7:What are the difficulties you encountered during rading?

The main objective of this question is to know sde@ners reading difficultie:

Difficulies when Reading

15% I

Figure 7: Students’ Difficulties in Reading a Literary Text

The findings show that (5%) of responses said that they faced linguistifiadifties. Most of the respondents
(21 %) have great difficulties in getting the hiddenamimg of given literary texts. Meanwhile, four resgents (1 %)
participant found the structure of some short e®is complex and (. %) of students faced difficulties to understand
plot of the short story. Finally (15) of responkatthad little knowledge about the cultural backa of other people i

sort story. This can be more illustrated in théofeing table an Figure.
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Comment on Students’ Questionnaire: Major Results
According to some students,

* Reading opens their minds through the expansidteafs and thoughts.
» Some s difficulties in terms of implicit meaningdaimguistic difficulties.

* The lack of vocabulary posed problems will reddegrtDevelopment of ideas.

Teachers’ Interview Analysis

Most of the interviewed teachers believe that ditgrtexts are helpful class material, because #reyauthentic,
and authenticity is highly recommended in the lgayii teaching process. They suggest that litetaxis should be used

as models and as visual supports because of theHeHEnglish language through literature.
« literary texts would certainly allow learners taie both culture and vocabulary;
e Literary texts can be as a source for languag®ilegyr
» literary texts as amformal resource are highly recommended;
» They are considered an essential resource.
» They argue that literary texts are Good resource
» help students interact and develop an attitude rdsvine world outside
» Develop a wide range of vocabulary
« Improve language skills namely: reading, writingeaking and listening
e Anopen horizon for other cultures
e Language level sometimes too high and difficult

According to them, the selection of literary testessks, and activities will reinforce learners kplere the target

language as they agree on the fact that readingveatidg go hand in hand to improve the teachingrhéng context.

CONCLUSIONS

Finally, from the results obtained in the presd¢ntlg, one may conclude that teaching literatur&mt contexts
is a rich area. Hence, the present study has exrgntime importance of reading literary texts to Egtudents in an
Algerian context and has reported on the feedba€ksnly a small number of students. More studiemguglifferent
literary genres, implementing different strategéa®l methods, or student populations, are expectddaa many EFL
teachers use literature in their classes, more [E&tners will develop interests in literature irrtgaular and learning the

language through literature in general.
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